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shot, not in self-defence but because the victims happened to be
Hindus or Mussulmans or non-co-operators. I can excuse the ag.
grieved Parsis and Christians, but can find no excuse for the crimi-
nal conduct of the police and the military in taking sides.
So the task before the workers is to take the blows from the
Government and our erring countrymen. This is the only way
open to us of sterilizing the forces of violence. The way to imme-
diate swaraj lies through our gaining control over the forces of
violence, and that not by greater violence but by moral influence*
We must see as clearly as daylight that it is impossible for us to
be trained and armed for violence effective enough for displacing
the existing Government.
Some people imagine, that after all we could not have better
advertised our indignation against the welcome to the Prince than
by letting loose the mob frenzy on the fateful seventeenth. This
reasoning betrays at once ignorance and weakness, ignorance of
the fact that our goal was not injury to the welcome, and weak-
ness because we still hanker after advertising our strength to
others instead of being satisfied with the consciousness of its posses-
sion. I wish I could convince everyone, that we materially retar-
ded our progress to our triple goal.
But all is not lost if the workers realize and act up to their res-
ponsibility. We must secure the full co-operation of the row-
dies of Bombay. We must know the mill-hands. They must either
work for the Government or for us, i.e., for violence or against it.
There is no middle way. They must not interfere with us. They
must either be amenable to our love or helplessly submit to the
bayonet. They may not seek shelter under the banner of non-
violence for the purpose of doing violence. And in order to carry
our message to them, we must reach every mill-hand individually
and let him understand and appreciate the struggle. Similarly we
must reach the rowdy element, befriend them and help them to
understand the religious character of the struggle. We must nei-
ther neglect them nor pander to them. We must become their
servants.
The peace that we are aiming at is not a patched up peace. We
must have fair guarantees of its continuance without the aid of the
Government, sometimes even in spite of its activity to the contrary*
There must be a heart union between Hindus, Mussulmans,
Parsis, Christians and Jews, ^Thfc tht^e &fler communities may and
will distrust the other twt>. Tke recdat occurrences must strength-
en that distrust^ We must go ctat of ceUr way to conquer their dis-
trust* We wmt SDC iMoleSt thdsn if they do ttbt become fall non-